1. What is God’s design for marriage?
Marriage has been a hot topic lately, and there is much confusion surrounding the issue. Is
there a design for marriage, and, if so, who has the right to change the design? Can we
redefine what marriage is if the old definitions are too restrictive? At the heart of our
questioning is a clash of worldviews.
It seems that Christians who take the Bible as God’s final word on the subject of marriage
are the only ones who are not confused. God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians
14:33), and He has stated plainly that marriage is His idea. He defined it in the Garden of
Eden (Genesis 2:24). Jesus reiterated God’s design for marriage in the New Testament
(Mark 10:6–8).
After God created the first man, Adam, He said, “It is not good for man to be alone. I will
make a suitable helper for him” (Genesis 2:18). So God’s first objective in creating marriage
was to provide companionship. He did not make another man for Adam so that he could
experience brotherly affection. He created a woman from the man’s own body and brought
her to the man (Genesis 2:21–22). With the woman, Adam could experience a deeper kind
of intimacy than he could with a man. God created male and female bodies and souls to
complement each other in such a way that they become “one flesh” in marriage (Genesis
2:24).
God’s design for marriage is that it be a unique union between a man and a woman in
a covenant for life. God’s design includes sex, the consummation of that union, which is to
be experienced only between a married couple. Any sexual expression outside the marriage
covenant is sin. The sexual union was designed, in part, to bring forth children (Genesis
1:28), who are to be raised in “the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). By
designating specific roles for husband, wife, and children, God instituted the family. With
the husband bearing the responsibility for the family’s well-being and the wife acting as his
helper, the family can thrive (Ephesians 5:21–33).
God’s design for marriage is that it be a picture of His union with those He calls His own.
Throughout the Old Testament, God used imagery related to marriage to explain His love
and commitment toward Israel. When the nation of Israel rebelled against Him, God
expressed the sorrow and jealousy of a man who has a cheating wife. “Like a woman
unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,” the Lord says
in Jeremiah 3:20. In the New Testament, marriage is used as an illustration of Christ and His
relationship with His Bride, the Church. Paul writes, “I am jealous for you with a godly
jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure
virgin to him” (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:31–32). So God’s design for marriage is that it
be an unbreakable covenant such as God has made with His people.
When God designed marriage, He pronounced it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). He still
pronounces it “good” when we follow His design. All perversions of His design,
including divorce, sexual promiscuity, and homosexual activity, destroy families and

therefore weaken society. God is the designer of marriage and the only One qualified to
give us instructions about how to use His gift. We do well when we decide to follow His
design for marriage.1

2. Why does God hate divorce?
Malachi 2:16 is the oft-quoted passage that tells how God feels about divorce. "'I hate
divorce,' says the Lord God of Israel." But this passage says much more than that. If we back
up to verse 13, we read, "You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning
because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. But you
say, 'Why does he not?' Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by
covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what
was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none
of you be faithless to the wife of your youth."
We learn several things from this passage. First, God does not listen to the pleas for blessing
from those who have broken the covenant of marriage. First Peter 3:7 says, "Husbands, live
with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker
vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be
hindered" (emphasis added). There is a direct correlation between the way a man treats his
wife and the effectiveness of his prayers.
God clearly explains His reasons for esteeming marriage so highly. He says it was He who
"made them one" (Malachi 2:15). Marriage was God’s idea. If He designed it, then He gets
to define it. Any deviation from His design is abhorrent to Him. Marriage is not a contract; it
is a covenant. Divorce destroys the whole concept of covenant that is so important to God.
In the Bible, God often provides illustrations to teach spiritual realities. When Abraham
offered his son Isaac on the altar, it was a picture of the day, hundreds of years later, that
the Lord God would offer His only Son (Genesis 22:9; Romans 8:32). When God required
blood sacrifices for the forgiveness of sin, He was painting a picture of the perfect sacrifice
He Himself would make on the cross (Hebrews 10:10).
Marriage is a picture of the covenant God has with His people (Hebrews 9:15). A covenant is
an unbreakable commitment, and God wants us to understand how serious it is. When we
divorce someone with whom we made a covenant, it makes a mockery of the God-created
concept of covenant relationship. The Church (those individuals who have received Jesus as
Savior and Lord) is presented in Scripture as the “Bride of Christ” (2 Corinthians
11:2; Revelation 19:7-9). We, as His people, are "married" to Him through a covenant that
He established. A similar illustration is used in Isaiah 54:5 of God and Israel.
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When God instituted marriage in the Garden of Eden, He created it as a picture of the
greatest unity human beings can know (Genesis 2:24). He wanted us to understand the
unity we can have with Him through redemption (1 Corinthians 6:17). When a husband or
wife chooses to violate that covenant of marriage, it mars the picture of God’s covenant
with us.
Malachi 2:15 gives us another reason that God hates divorce. He says He is "seeking godly
offspring." God’s design for the family was that one man and one woman commit
themselves to each other for life and rear children to understand the concept of covenant
as well. Children reared in a healthy, two-parent home have a far greater likelihood of
establishing successful marriages themselves.
When Jesus was asked why the Law permitted divorce, He responded that God had only
allowed it "because of the hardness of your hearts, but from the beginning it was not so"
(Matthew 19:8). God never intended divorce to be a part of human experience, and it
grieves Him when we harden our hearts and break a covenant that He created.2
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